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Come out to a game! 

All Mitchell County Schools Exceed Expectations!  
By:  Christy Wray, Curriculum Director 

For the third year in a row, all schools in the Mitchell County School System have made Adequate Yearly 

Progress (AYP)!  Based on the released data from Georgiaôs 2010 AYP reports, only 43 of the stateôs 192 

school systems had 100% of their schools make AYP.  The Mitchell County School System is proud to be 

a part of the 22.4% of schools systems with this outstanding distinction.  Also, it is important to mention 

that only 40.88% of the high schools in Georgia made AYP, with Mitchell County High School being one 

of them!  This achievement would not have been possible without the diligent efforts of our dedicated 

stakeholders:  students, teachers, staff, parents, and administrators.  Everyone working together toward the 

goal of student achievement is evident everywhere you look.  In classrooms all across the system, students 

are engaged in learning, excelling in standards-based classrooms, incorporating technology into their daily 

lessons, and meeting/exceeding standards at a higher rate based on state and national comparisons.  

Academic rigor and achievement have increased due to the focus of the administrative staff on assessing 

studentsô and teachersô needs and addressing those needs with the use of research-based best practices.  

Continued page 2... 

Mitchell Middle Named As a Breakthrough School 
Recently, Mitchell Middle School was named as a Breakthrough Middle School for the state of Georgia.  

This honor, which has bestowed by the Georgia Association of Secondary School Principals, is the highest 

honor a middle school can earn through the GASSP organization.  Members of GASSP met to honor 

Mitchell Middle School at the Jekyll Island Club on Jekyll Island on November 7, 2010. 

 

ñMitchell Middle School was one of 13 schools identified this year by GASSP as 

one of the best middle schools in the state,ò stated Dr. Joe Hutcheson, Middle 

School Coordinator for GASSP.  ñThe Georgia Association of Secondary School 

Principals is an affiliate of the National Association of Secondary School 

Principals.  Our organization looks to identify schools throughout the nation that 

embody best-practices for our students and schools that get results.  I am proud 

that we identified schools throughout the state that represent a true cross-section of 

Georgia.ò   

Left:  MCMS Principal Rodney Bullard with Dr. Joe Hutcheson 

Reading Across America 
By:  Pam Taylor 

Congratulations to Orlando Padilla, a 7th grader at Mitchell County Middle 

School. Orlando has already met the Reading Across the Curriculum standard 

that states a student will read a minimum of 25 books or 1 million words per year 

across subject areas. Orlando has read 1,014,689 words so far and is still reading! 

Be on the look out for these avid readers as well: Alyssa Weston, Camryn 

McGregor, Kembriel Caison, Vanessa Santillan, and Leah Rojas who have 

already read more than 1/2 million words!  Twenty-eight students enjoyed a 

pizza party for reading 250,000 words or more for the first nine weeks.   Orlando Padilla 

Kenbriel Caison, AôIshah Hundley, Latressa Holmes, 

Miya Reese with Mr. Rodney Bullard  enjoy their pizza.  

Shaikeria Hill, Victoria Holton, Keaundra Jones, 

Brantley Crosby, Shaôtoreauna Baylon, Kayla 

Lawrence, Monquie Williams, Tonisha Williams  
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practice, educational program, or 
any other program, activity or 

service.  

 

Abbreviations: 

South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES) 

(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary) 
 

North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES) 
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.) 

 
Mitchell Middle (MCMS) 

 
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)   

 
Mitchell Co. School System  (MCSS) 

 

Parents, if you do not wish for your 

childõs picture to be placed in the 
newsletter or on the MCSS web 

site, please go to the Central Office 

to sign a waiver form.  
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All Mitchell County Schools Exceed Expectations continued from page 1  

Taking a look back to where we have been and where we are going is important to continue to make progress.  In 2005, the dropout rate for 

Grades 9-12 was 8%, post-secondary enrollment was 26.2%, and the high school graduation rate was 54.4%.  By 2010, the dropout rate had 

decreased significantly from 8% to about 2%, the post-secondary enrollment had increased to 73.6%, and the high school graduation rate 

increased from 54.5% to 87.9%.   

 

There has also been a dramatic improvement in overall student achievement, based on the Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) and 

the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT).  In 2005, Reading/English Language Arts scores on the CRCT showed 76.1% to 85.5% 

of students meeting/exceeding standards.  By 2010, all elementary and middle schools had a meet/exceed rate on the Reading/English 

Language Arts portion of the CRCT between 88.7% and 100%, with over half of the grade levels tested having a meet/exceed rate above 93%.  

In 2004-2005, the year prior to the creation of the Freshman Academy, the high school passing percentages for the GHSGT were: 86% in 

Mathematics, 89% in ELA, 48% in Science, and 72% in Social Studies.  In 2005-2006, the Freshman Academy was established and goals were 

set to improve the academic achievement levels of our first class of Freshman Academy students.  In 2007-2008, that first class of Freshman 

Academy students became Juniors, took the11th grade GHSGT, and exceeded our expectations!  The passing percentages for this group of 

students were: 98% in Mathematics, 98% in ELA, 98% in Science, and 100% in Social Studies.  Mitchell County High school ranked 48th out 

of 361 schools on Georgiaôs High School Graduation Test!   

As a result of the progress made, the Mitchell County School System has been recognized at both the state 

and national level on many occasions. The Mitchell County School System achieved full SACS-CASI 

Accreditation in 2009.  There were only 63 school districts in the United States to receive the system-wide 

SACS-CASI Accreditation.  In 2008, State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox officially named Georgiaôs 

four Title I Distinguished Districts and National Title I Distinguished Schools at the State Board of 

Education meeting, with Mitchell County School System receiving the award for Most Distinguished Small 

District in Georgia.  South Mitchell County Elementary School received the award for Distinguished Title I 

School for 12 consecutive years in AYP.  North Mitchell County Elementary School had 100% of an entire 

grade level of students earn meet/exceed scores on the CRCT in 2009-2010. In addition to 100% of their 5th 

grade students meeting/exceeding on the CRCT, NMCES also had 99% of their 3rd grade students meet/

exceed in Reading on the CRCT.  Mitchell County Middle School was one of 17 schools honored in Atlanta 

by the State Board of Education and State Superintendent.  The Middle School was recently recognized by 

the GASSP with the ñBreakthrough Schoolsò Award, the highest honor a middle school can earn through the 

GASSP organization.  MCMS was also recognized as a GLISI Success Case in 2010 because of the dramatic 

improvements made since 2005, from a Needs Improvement-8 Status to meeting AYP for the past three 

consecutive years. Mitchell County High School was chosen from about 18,000 schools by U.S. News & 

World Report as a national Bronze Medal school in 2008 and 2009.  In 2009, Georgiaôs State School 

Superintendent Cox selected the high school for the Distinguished Achievement Award for most improved 

EOCT scores in Economics (1st in the state) and Biology (8th in the state) and Georgiaôs Governor Perdue 

awarded the high school with the distinction of State AA high school winner for the Governorôs Trophy for 

SAT Score Improvement in 2007.   

   

Issues pertaining to our high poverty rate and 95% Economically Disadvantaged enrollment were not used as 

excuses to fail, but as opportunities to find ways to succeed.  The truly inspiring fact is that many of our 

graduates, who had previously only dreamed of graduating high school and going on to college, are now 

attending universities all across the country.  This all became possible because the Mitchell County School 

System is meeting and exceeding our goal of ñBridging the Gapò and accepted the challenge to help all 

students succeed. 

SMCES Second Grade Field Trip to Albany Fun Park 
By:  Katie Haynes 

Second grade students learned in Mrs. 

Lesonia Wingateôs Science class that 

using pushes and pulls would help them 

see a change in speed and direction.  

They worked on Science standard 

S2P3. To understand this, students went 

bowling at Fun Park in Albany on 

October 29.  The students enjoyed 

having a hands-on activity to help them 

master their standard. 
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SMCES STUDENTS CELEBRATE 

VETERANS DAY  
By:  R. Kennedy 

Students in Mr. Richard Kennedyôs class at SMCES celebrated 

Veterans Day. First, the students learned about the meaning of the 

holiday by watching a video. Following the viewing of the video, the 

students made cards in honor of the holiday. The cards were designed 

to look like the American flag and will be sent to troops currently 

fighting overseas.  ñThis is a holiday that I look forward to every year. My father was a Vietnam War 

veteran; he passed away eleven years ago, so this day is very personal and important to me.ò said Mr. Kennedy 

Pumpkins, Pumpkins,  

So Many Pumpkins!!! 
By:  Jill Grimmett 

The kindergarten classes at South Mitchell County 

Elementary had an enjoyable day of learning about 

pumpkins at Markôs Melon Patch in Sasser, GA. The 

students went on a hayride where they toured the 

pumpkin patch and received lots of information about the 

different kinds of pumpkins and how they grow. The 

students saw BIG pumpkins, little pumpkins, gourds and 

even ñGhostò pumpkins! There were pumpkins everywhere! The students received a small 

pumpkin to take home. After returning to school, students wrote about what they had learned.  

The students at SMCES had an enjoyable time learning about pumpkins at ñMarkôs Melon Patch.ò                

Letôs Graph It with M&Môs 
By:  Tiffiany Simmons 

Mrs. T. Simmonsô 1st grade class enjoyed making bar 

graphs using M&Môs. The task was for the students to 

organize and record data using objects, tally marks, 

and interpret tally marks and bar graphs. Students 

sorted, used hands on experiences, read a tally table, 

made a bar graph, and used problem solving strategies 

to make the M&M graph. After the lesson, students 

enjoyed the delicious M&Môs provided by Mrs. Simmons. 

SMCES Students Learn About ñEarth Featuresò 
Students at South Mitchell County Elementary School, in Mrs. P Davisô fifth grade class, are learning about ñEarth Features.ò  They are 

identifying surface features of the Earth caused by constructive and destructive processes. Their task was to make a poster or a model of one 

of the features of the Earth. They were asked to choose one of these two features, volcanoes or earthquakes; they could also do Earthôs layers. 

The task also included writing a paper explaining their project.  Most of the students chose volcanoes. Their next step was to make the 

volcano erupt. Teachers and students enjoyed watching the participants explain their project and making the volcano erupt.   The students 

really enjoyed doing the research on how to make a volcano; there were several different kinds.   

 

The first place winners 

(for volcanoes) were 

Harry and Vicki 

Nguyen, and Cornelius 

Frazier and Anthony 

McIntyre. The first 

place winner for a 

poster on Earth layers 

went to Adrionna 

Kimbrough. 
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NMCES Celebrates Patriotic Day/Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 
By:  Katrina Spence-NMCES Front Desk Receptionist/American Legion Auxiliary Unit 518 

Students, faculty, and staff at North Mitchell County Elementary School celebrated Patriotic Day and had our 

ñAnnual Thanksgiving Dinnerò on November 11, 2010.  What a perfect time to have our luncheon on the 

same day as Veterans Day.  Our school was decorated with red, white and blue colors, as well as fall colors 

throughout the school.  Special guests invited on this festive day included the 

retired teachers and veterans from our local post.  The gym was set up for our 

guests for the luncheon.  Four tables had centerpieces with a patriotic 

arrangement.  The retired teachers table was arranged with fall leaves, flowers, 

and a turkey centerpiece.  NMCES Ambassadors, under the direction of Keith 

Hose, Assistant Principal, performed their rendition of ñAmericaò for the 

guests. 

 

With Veterans Day right around the corner, I wanted to come up with ideas to show our veterans that they were and would always be 

remembered.  After pondering for days, the decision was made, with the approval of NMCES Principal Jacquelyn White, that students in 

kindergarten and first grade adopt a veteran for the remaining time that they are at the elementary school.  Students pulled names from a hat and 

wrote letters to the person chosen.  Three main questions asked were:  (1) When is your birthday? (2) What is your favorite color? (3) What is 

your address?  Hopefully, each child will receive a letter back and be able to respond.   Second and Third grade students signed a card that was 

given to Post 518, in Camilla. Fourth and Fifth grade students signed a card that was given to Post 141, in Camilla. Our mission is to show our 

retired veterans that we remember them and love them along with our military men and women who are active. We want to also let them know 

that they are truly thought about often, not only on Veterans Day, but also on Memorial Day and the Fourth of July.  A response to each child 

will start a relationship that can last four to five years.  On the school level, this project helps our children learn how to enhance their reading, 

writing, and spelling skills.  Socially, it teaches our children how to share and care for others.  

 

To all active military/Veterans who have a child at NMCES, please call the school @ 229-336-2118 or send your name and address to Katrina 

Spence @ 15815 Hwy 93, Baconton, GA 31716 or katrina_thomas@mitchell.k12.ga.us. 

Third Graders Study 

Idioms at NMCES 
 By:  Frederic Richter 

Third graders at NMCES recently studied idioms 

and figurative language. One activity that they did 

was to take an index card and divide it in half.  

On one side they drew what the 

idiom implied. On the other side 

they wrote out a sentence or two for 

what the idiom really meant. 

Students found this activity 

interesting and funny. 

Third Graders Multiply  
By:  J. Mullins 

Third graders at North Mitchell County Elementary recently started multiplication and division.  They participated in an activity in which they 

used toothpicks to construct arrays.  The students glued toothpicks on index cards in parallel columns which represented the avenues in the 

town.  The horizontal toothpicks represented streaks.  The number of stoplights in the town are placed at each intersection.  The intersection is 

where the avenues and intersections cross each other.  Can you find the number of stoplights? (PRODUCT) 


